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54TH CoN~REss, l H OUSE OF REP RE SE T TI ES. { D 
2d Session. S 
SURVEY OF THE LANDS OF THE OHICKASA W NATION. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
TRANSMITTING 
A COMMUNICATION FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
TRANSMITTING AN ESTIMATE OF APPROPRIATION FOR THE 
SURVEY OF ~ELANDS OF THE CHICKASAW NATION. 
JANUARY 29, 1897.-Re:ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
January 28, 1897. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the consideration of 
Congress, copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior 
of the 22d instant, submitting an estimate of appropriation in the sum 
of $141,500 for the resurvey of the lands of the Chickasaw ~ation. 
Respectfully, yours, 
W. E. CURTIS, Acting Secretary. 
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, January 22, 1897. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from the Direc-
tor of the Geological Survey, dated December 7, 1896, in answer to the 
request of this Department of November 10, 1896, relative to the resur-
vey of the Chickasaw Nation, as recommended in the report of the 
Commission to the Five Oivilized Tribes of September 30, 1896. Therein 
t be Director submits an estimate for the resurvey of the lands of the 
Ohickasaw Nation, as follows: 
Survey in the :field ..... . .•...•••.•.•••••..••••.••••••••••.•• ·----· ••••••• $107,500 
Office work . _. ___ . _ .. . ___ ...•••••.• _... . . . • • . . • • • • . • • . . . . . . . • • • . • • • • . • • • . 23, 250 
Examinations in the .field . . . .••••••• _ ••• _ ...• __ •...••••......••••••.•• _.. 10, 750 
Total ... ...........• _ .....•...•...... _ ...•.••.. _ ••....• _. . . . . . . . . . . 141, 500 
The report of the Director is approved, and I respectfully recommend 
that Congress be requested to appropriate the amount as herein esti-
2 ESTATE OF PAUL F. FAISON. 
death. and transportation of the body of the late Ool. Paul F. Faison, 
United. States Indian inspector, from Shawnee, Okla., the place where 
he died, to Raleigh, N. C., the place of burial. 
I concur in the views as expressed by the Commissioner in his letter 
on this subject. and respectfully forward the same through your 




The SEORETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington, January 20, 1897. 
SIR: During the month of March, 1896, Col. Paul F. Faison, United 
States Indian inspector, died at Shawnee, Okla. 
In view of the fact that no relative of Colonel Faison was at · Shaw-
nee to look after the proper disposition of the remains, and as imme-
diate action had to be taken in the premises, Mr. John T. Qglesby, 
special United States Indian agent (who was then at Shawnee, Okla.), 
wa directed by this office to proceed to Raleigh, N. C., with the 
remains. 
I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of letters from Special 
Ag~ut Ogle by, dated January 2 and 15, 1897, wherein he reports that 
he mcmred (approximately) the following expense incident to the sick-
ne' , death, and transportation of the Colonel's remains to his home at 
Raleigh, . C., viz: 
Embalming ancl casket ..••••.•••••..•••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. $105. 00 
Physician's bill ...••...••.....••...••••...•••....••. ____ ......•..••••.•••• 40. 00 
1 u r Ii ire ...........•.••••...• __ ..• _ ..• _. _ •.••• _ ..• __ •.. _. _ ..... _ •• _. • • • . 25. 00 
H~~~:C1b~lh::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ·.:::::::::::::::::::: ~g: gg 
R:~.ilroad ti ~et for ~ransportation of remains to Raleigh, N. C............. 36. 00 
T1_a11 porta~10n of hun elf to Atlanta, Ga., and return to ShtLwnee, includ-
mg . l ap1ug-car fare and other incidental expenses ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70. 00 
Per d1 m of 3, n p nded in his accounts by 'freasury Department while 
absent from hawnee accompanying remains (12 days) ......... ---~______ 36. 00 
361. 00 
Of tbi amount pecial Ag nt O{lesby reports that he has been reimbursed 
by Colonel Fai on's estate int e sum of ........... ···-·· ________ .... ____ 255. 00 
Leavin~ a balance_ still due him (on account of railroad fare, etc., $70, and 
p r diem suspension, $36) the sum of .............. __ •..... _ ....... _.. . . . . 106. 00 
Believing that Special Agent Oglesby should be reimbursed in the 
amount above named ( 106), and that the estate of the late Paul F. 
ai on hould al o be reimbursed in the sum of 75, the amount paid 
by tate on account of board bill at Shawnee, Okla., and for tran por-
tation of the remain from that place to Raleigh, . O., a bown b.: 
tatem nt above, and a, thi can not be done withoflt pecial authorirr 
of Congre , I have the honor to re pectfully recommend that th 
D partm nt take uch action as will cau e tb fol1owing it ms to b 
in ert d in the Indian appropriation bill for the en uing fiscal year, now 
under c nsideration by ongre s: 
To reimburse John T. Ogle by, sp cial United tate Indian agent, for traveling 
expenses incurred by him, and per diem suspension made by Treasury Departmeutin hi 
SURVEY OF THE LA DS O THE HI K AW . 1I T 3 
DEP.A.R'.l'ME T OF TH 
0 ICE OF l DI l 
Wa. liin,qton, Octob r 2-1., 1 96. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, by Department refer-
e~ce? for '' consideration and early r port a to the ne ·e ity for the 
w~t~1.n survey," of a communication from the ommi ion to the Five 
Cmlized 1:1ribes, dated September 30, l 96, in which th~ ommi io~ers 
call attention to the necessity for a re urvey of the Clllckasaw atrnn. 
They state that the original survey of that nation was made upward 
~f twen~y-:five years ago, and they are reliably informed that v~ry 
little ~viden~e of said survey remains, most of the monuments havmg 
long si~ce disappeared, and that as a survey upon which to base allot-
m~n.ts it is practically worthless. They express the opinion that the 
0:•gmal survey should be disregarded for the reason that the perpetua-
twn of many inaccuracies would thereby be avoided, and also the 
necessity _for retracement, and state that it is desirable that th.e survey 
of the Oh1ckasaw Nation should be authorized as soon as possible, and therefore recommend that an estimate of cost be prepared and submitted 
to Congress with your approval. 
In regard to this matter I have the honor to state that under date of 
~ay 14_, 1896, I reported upon a communication from the Director of the 
Geological S~rvey, d~ted April 21, 1896, in which he stated that he had 
heard fr~m time to time that very few of the monuments of the la~d 
surveys m the Ohickasaw Nation could be identified, and that he did 
not know_ how ~orrect this might be, but suggested that if ~n inte~·pre.ter 
~ere available m the Southwest he be detailed to make an rnvest1gat10n 
m order to learn the condition of the surveys. The Commissioner of 
the General Land Office suggested that this office be directe_d to_prepare 
a repo~t upon the necessity and desirability of such e~amrnat10n. In 
~epottmg upon this communication I stated that this office has no 
Informati?n concerning the then condition of the surv~ys in th~ O~i?k-
asa w Nat10n, nor was it able to decide as to Uhe necessity or desirabdity 
of such an examination at that time. 
I have received no further information upon the subject other t~an 
that contained in the communication from the Commission to the Five 
Civiliz~d Tribes. If you consider an examination in the .field ~s to t~e 
!1°cessity for a new survey of the Chickasaw Nation to be advisable, it 
is suggested that such investigation could properly be made by an 
examiner of surveys or some other employee of the General Land 
Office familiar with such matters. This office is unable. to cause the 
necess~ry investigation to be made, nor can. it ~etermme as to the 
necessity for the survey without such an exammat10n unless the report 
of the Commission be deemed sufficient. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
----, 
Oommissioner. 
The SECRETARY OP THE INTERIOR. 
DEP .A..RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE OIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Vinita, Ind. T. Se_pteniber 30, 1896. 
Sm: We, the Oommis ioners to the Five Civiliz~d Tribes, b ~ to call 
attention to the nece ' i ty for a re ' m·v y of th Clu ka a, a.ti n.d of 
The original survey of the Chickasaw ation waa made upwar 
4 SURVEY 01<., THE LANDS OF THE CHICKASAW NATION. 
twenty-five years ago, and we are reliably informed that very little 
evidence remains of said survey, most of the monuments having long 
since disappeared. As a survey upon which to base allotments it is 
practically valueless. · 
· The survey of the remaining four nations, including the lands of the 
Choctaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Seminoles, is now being carried on 
by the United States Geological Survey, and as said-ifureau is fu lly 
organized and prepared to undertake such survey, we respectfully 
request that means should be provided for the survey above mentioned 
under the Geological Survey. 
In recommending the resurvey of the Chickasaw Nation, we believe 
that the original survey should be disregarded for the reason that t he 
perpetuation of many inaccuracies would thereby be avoided, and also 
the necessity of retracement. 
It is desirable that the survey of the Chickasaw Nation should be 
authorized as soon as possible, and we therefore respectfully recom-
mend that an estimate of the cost may be prepared and submitted to 
Congress with your approval. 
Very respectfully, 
HENRY L. DAWES, 
FRANK C. ARMSTRONG, 
A. S. MCKENNON, 
THOS. B. CAB.A.NISS, 
A. B. MONTGOMERY, 
Commissioners. 
The SECRET.A.RY OF THE INTERIOR. 
DEP .A.RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
October 5, 1896. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for con-
sideration and early report as to the necessity for tl1e within survey. 
WM. H. SIMS, Acting Secretary. 
DEP .A.R'.l'MENT OF '.l'HE INTERIOR, 
November 10, 1896. 
Respectfully referred to the Director of the Geological Survey with 
request for report as to the necessity for the survey alluded to, and, it 
such survey i deemed necessary, an estimate of the cost. 
These papers to be 1·eturned to the Department. 
D. R. FRANCIS, Secretary. 
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